Me. Henry Tate has given ?5,000 to the Liverpool Infirmary. The building is a very fine one, but costly to maintain, and therefore this addition to its resources will be very welcome. to Dole.
In July last we gave an illustrated description of a caravan hospital established in Haddingtonshire to be used for infectious diseases, and moved about from district to district as required. The scheme was a new one, and from the point of view of its cheapness had sufficient to recommend it for us to follow its progress with interest. Experience has proved that the system is far from satisfactory. It appears that the hospital, when situated near running water, has been the means of spreading disease, and in one case both the attendants on a patient suffering from enteric fever caught and succumbed to the malady. There appears to be sufficient evidence forthcoming to show that the system, as carried out at present, is a failure, and unless more sanitary conditions can be obtained, we hope that the experiment will not be pursued any further.
In the earlier days of the Malagasoar Expedition a general impression was preva^nt that the medical department of the French army was admirably equipped and organised. We are now informed that it is an object lesson to the contrary. The mortality amongst the troops reached upwards of 4,000, and the inference drawn is, that an absence of proper hygienic precautions and medical aid had much to do with the appalling loss of life. It is stated that the advice of the medical staff was frequently set aside, that medical materials were most insufficient, and over-crowding in the hospitals was permitted. All these factors, added to the malarious nature of the country, the youth of the men, and the heavy baggage and accoutrements with which they were burdened, united with overwhelming force against the health of the army, and resulted in terrible loss of life.
The French Army
Medical Service is said to be lacking in control, the absence of authority on the part of its officers being disastrous when action is necessary. It is to be hoped, for the sake of the troops, that expert advice may have a better chance when next the French nation embarks in warfare.
